Class Discussion # 1

ML & Society
Jan 28, 2025



Pass phrase for today: ~ Ruha Benjamin

RUHA
BENJAMIN

S pice
> TECHNOLQGY




Readings for today

KATE CRAWFORD

ATLAS OF Al

TECHNOLOGY

€he New Aork Times

She Is in Love With ChatGPT

A 28-year-old woman with a busy social life spends hours on end

talking to her A.I. boyfriend for advice and consolation. And yes,
they do have sex.

Ef sharetullatice 2> [  @CJsss
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Some reminders

You should NOT have separate parts for two readings

Make sure to address BOTH readings

Synthesize BOTH readings

We will be stricter with applying the rubric going forward



Discussion setup

Discuss 1n groups of size 3-4

Go around groups in order of Thoughts/Questions/Epiphanies

Everyone 1s expected to speak: we’ll keep track!



Thoughts

: What did this paper/video/podcast make you think about? What were the specific
parts of the paper/video/podcast that made you think that? What were the main strengths/
weaknesses of the paper/video/podcast? What did you like/dislike, and why?



Questions

What didn't you understand? What choices did the author make that you didn't
understand/agree with? What were the aspects of the paper/video/podcast that you thought it got
wrong?



Some of my thoughts based on my grading

Did Crawford have to suggest solutions instead of just stating problems?
General Q to you: Is there benefit to separating stating the problem and solving it?

Is interaction between human and Al as “real” as those between humans?



Epiphantes

m Does this paper/video/podcast help you think in a new way about a problem you're
working on? Is there a part of the paper/video/podcast you found particularly confusing that you'd
like help understanding? How does this paper/video/podcast link to some of the other papers/
videos/podcasts we have discussed or other concepts you've learned in class?
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