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Passphrase: Neil Roberts

Freedom as
Marronage

Neil Roberts

What is the opposite of freedom? In Freedom as Marronage, Neil Roberts
answers this question with definitive force: slavery, and from there he unveils
A S powerful new insights on the human condition as it has been understood
between these poles. Crucial to his investigation is the concept of marronage
—a form of slave escape that was an important aspect of Caribbean and Latin
American slave systems. Examining this overlooked phenomenon—one of
action from slavery and toward freedom—he deepens our understanding of

MARRONAGE
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The Plan

Welcome and openings 10

Group activity 10

Lecture 30-40

Discussion 20




THINKING AT THE LIMITS
OF THE POSSIBLE,
TOGETHER.

WELCOME




Activity In
groups 10
min

Describe the problem of
Global Inequality.




LECTURE 30-40 min
Definitions
Beginnings

Technologies



Necessary Definitions

[

* Power
e Colonialism

e Narrative

f

* Technology

¢ Colonialism




Technology isn’t
a thing...itis...

Why = Technology

made




Where and when did our world begin?
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Why Columbus?



Technology of power: Writing

* The “Requirement”[example 1]
 Awritten document that served as
a land deed for undiscovered land.

* Authorized by the Pope and King and
Queen.

* Authorized Europeans to remove
people from their ancestral lands.

* Not written or spokenin an
understood language.

* Areality of European making, an
idea, a story that justified violence.




d 0
¥ mug\ al: ﬁJaul c ot \g;m}'roqsbtogc 1:.;1..}1;?:?9.}; rq

s

A8 a \ ' t@o[‘.ulu myna s Magyficfn Jhno -

n v['mvvn 1\um: \\uL u.nvmasq
(’mf S fn o and A nurumc o

}ﬁﬁbﬁn.ﬂ en -~

frae & \!nlm c1de

l Apazt
40110 (54 a0 8 qutvs ¢

. (‘\‘l {a &bz "‘bllllbm Ni= *-1h 91’.‘.\5[’

o De "“’ b"“” Ml iy o Denpll 0k guuane anc.o"dl n.'umm =

: [ *L>‘“-hl R uoa(J 8 Sedvemridece nmo(:nomrloo g

- th\u. )-&btll(fl’ lad(;oun |ﬂ;u‘%xr:um cnry f-\l gu ‘\vmﬂ o uvaL =

. s wuylaleos gl nuiy - pofofos m: 3 (o8 Senorodonfemanfo 9oud

- o'(’tqm & 'Moa—*-\\ gt -L\vu.lq eafhila \hon Rarage & el

= av( S0l Qon u L1 % 1006 waa 992 mayor delog Sfob crnor (

. . —Hv 01 %vm\ \'dlf Forw 9 |u..£’90u.19:t-o<§os | .vG/ ]o"c(’ac

. b.um—a —hvu *h\ na o hll AR(eon Q.u-a Cc wfia QJ\ wadd

- uuo PAASore ﬁ‘tl}un« Seldvu x RETR (‘aa Oonn 1Q:o—b-v&r k

a

]

£
\‘S“n J“

Islands ®
2 q'v. Wi

Cape Verde
Islands no: S‘.\Daq\'c\dlb cagels 0[%:: i S.Gofk& [:;muwmau
Molucean Q{‘ uitry alto ok ey cva.lm PEenby Al feno uq AR
= ——=hay ﬂro ?u.l <t Sﬂod.\? 2Leo QL a n.@(-:&.t len d dw .\Fn
@z Gac neadlaziap Q aladuba ores Llog f 4od (@ les @ L"
t,uam—tﬂ R-("""" e tuﬁa +0906 & J‘Jo&{‘ﬁ‘.o
Jo:tugm 0-Suo ‘.ngdﬂ,nqoxn ol waradotes B ]ﬂnt\ o 9 -mbaa
}‘.n %rﬁn‘c\ G4 o uwl'f'rmo F 6cis & pol D ihpzo wmu‘ Y A:(os
rellos? Q,cu ro =18 on yeuteeafap ml(’csb tenos oaS\l&D
g 5 ~|l'\‘qu 8¢l Lyes Do
“w“’w.v\r FECYna S enthilla & leon & arage'9é VRt
'\‘( & W&L Svalenaa &l Qe nuallozen 6 1% ?;cwﬂeacg“m%; x:»\‘.&'t
gv&nm wartg & onead @ )l en 80 alauzbe Q.d;‘jv. ,uu.Q‘fue..tﬂm?
Qcﬁw\lfw& numrumn&g am RI‘.\.Q mn\[‘ou.\. Senove &Y 3

- - ya (LR molin Aql.ul At(',cwla i B I\.m wton e & -Solells =
& a—. e e Loz njm ot L goaan .)m..lun NAlSe uuflmo
o nm\ atioE uiny '{m.l.ﬁo bum 10 cunbio anog

Colonial demarcation lines between
1—\\ & oxhnpu 1
I baya9ozs \‘ (“"‘“"490“-‘ @ "“11\ ﬁf Wearyag Gonlag™a-

Castille/Spain and Portugal e ¢
in the 15th and 16th Centuries s fmeors Gorshatl dhason o UL Gl Cune
dl aztao EalmaDana s \umu Aelos - rOo? ules cu@no.htofﬂ.{

Cennne Line of Pope Alexander VI S &fenlas qvt-n?asSHSn M erm L mars Y S gl
(Bull Inter Caetera, 1493) ‘”"g‘ 1 “1"?“5\04‘“ nop cnbayaor gr.o.m .l%"o@._l) e v\‘_'
. \ philas 201y e
= Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) M,w!k"‘r" ny *1 mjf‘ml::‘i cg'f?:‘&lmm c.lmo:f’\oﬁf i?n‘ 'i:tg_;l—
= Treaty of Saragossa (1529)

v- -~ ’ Tt N
\ " g \ " N b
% \% . TN 5 Y

“Ten
i e

Divided the world between
Spain and Portugal

Treaty of Tordesillas 1494 [also writing]
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Americas
before the
Europeans

America After
the Europeans.



Tenochtitlan
[Aztec Capital]

* Quote from a European observer...

 Atechnologically advanced city.
* Acqueducts/irrigation
* Hyrdoponics
* Architecture
* Defense

* Europeans destroyed everything....

* Including their writing, their
perspective.
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Writing example 2:
Conquistador accounts

 Conquistador Chronicles [example 2]

* Essential for ...
* securing funding
* authorization for subsequent expeditions.
 What kind of “true relation” did they tell?



ent of the vizepdzirEs of  HMInenica. .

Writing example 3: the treaty

* Where outright occupation
failed....treaties were brokered.

* Treaty of Canandaigua

* Confirmed peace between the six
nations and the USA.

* Inhabitants assured the “free use
and enjoyment” of their lands.

* Treaty has been violated countless
times and land reduced
considerably.
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Today most land in the Americas
IS still held by Europeans or their
descendants. Most people of
African and indigenous descent
remain dispossessed and/or
disproportionally impoverished.



Technology of power: Race

~

* New societies founded on European born whites

racial hierarchy.

J
N

American born whites

J
~N

* Debates over humanity of
indigenous people and their
enslavement. 1500s.

* Abolition 1542 [writing]

Castas [mixed race]

Indigenous people

* African slavery secured
African descendants a place
at the bottom of the hierarchy.

Africans




Espariol con Jndia,
g Mestizo.

* Caste laws [also writing]

 Laws attaching racial labels as well as
certain rights and restrictions based on
race. [first body of racial law in the
Americas]

* Organized according to proportion of
Spanish blood.

* Purpose: to keep people in a hierarchy
and to ensure that they aspired to racial

betterment. To enact surveillance.

* Paintings like this one made to
demonstrate colonial control.
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Chino  con  Jndia.
Salte alias.




Today race continues to exist as a
divider in societies across the
globe with a strong preference for
lighter skin and European
appearance. Black and brown
people continue to be
disproportionately discriminated
against.



Discussion

Raceasa
technology of
power

Writing as a
technology of
power

How might you begin to approach global inequality
differently?
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