		An Introduction to Academic Integrity



Most schools have an academic integrity policy which lists specific violations.  These are specific actions that can lead to disciplinary action.  They are a direct challenge to intellectual honesty.  Examples include:


Cheating- copying work, using cell phones during tests, getting outside help on take home exams, looking at another student’s paper during an exam


Every school is different but most schools have a process involving a hearing before a board, typically of students and/or faculty members.  The board then decides on a case by case basis what the punishment should be for the student.  Case has a policy that the Academic Integrity Board’s intent should be to educate each violator about how to learn from their mistakes.  Some schools have honor codes where any violation leads to an automatic expulsion.  Examples of what can happen to violators include:


Failure in the work


What if a cancer researcher lied about the results of a drug trial and future patients suffered from serious side effects?  What if an engineer decided to copy another’s work when in college and then when it came time for them to design a bridge, they just made it up?  These are extreme examples of what can happen when people lack integrity in their work.  Academic integrity is just a small part of doing the right thing.  Following standards of integrity in high school and college can help prepare you for future jobs.  Additionally, education is about a search for knowledge.  If there are people who are lying and cheating on your quest for information, they receive an unfair advantage that could impede your chances of higher learning.  Universities must be based on a foundation of trust among students, faculty, and staff in order to function.  Integrity is the key to that trust.


Plagiarism- using another’s work and claiming it as your own, not citing sources


Misrepresentation- creating fake doctor’s notes to skip a test, pretending to have a disability so you can have longer to take a test, taking a test for another student


Obstruction- interfering with another student’s ability to learn, stealing another students work, destroying another student’s lab set up


Failure in the course


Suspension


Expulsion








Adapted from Case Western Reserve University’s Code of Ethics and Academic Integrity Policy, available online at http://studentaffairs.case.edu/handbook/policy/ethics.html and http://studentaffairs.case.edu/groups/aiboard/policysummary.html.
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