POLITICS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

POSC 373

INCOMPLETE LIST OF THINGS TO KNOW FOR QUIZ #2:

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2009

1.  Learn the official country abbreviations.  (Many of you didn’t do well on this part of Quiz #1, so you will get another chance.)

2. Be able to list and describe the different but often complementary principles for promoting economic integration: elimination of barriers to cross-border economic activity; mutual recognition of national regulations and standards; minimal and maximal harmonization; dirigisme; and delegation of rulemaking and enforcement to technocrats.
a. Elimination of barriers to cross-border economic activity – currency, tariffs

b. Mutual recognition of national regulations and standards

c. Minimal and maximal harmonization – Maximal harmonization - that means that national law may not exceed the terms of the legislation, minimal harmonization - that means that it sets a threshold which national legislation must meet
d. Dirigisme – mainly capitalistic system with heavy influence and interference from government (through subsidies and the like)

e. Delegation of rule-making and enforcement to technocrats – commission gets more enforcement powers
3. Religion:  Which countries are primarily Protestant, which Catholic and which have large Muslim populations?
4. Geography:  Be able to locate on a map the major mountain ranges, rivers, lakes, seas, straights, etc.  
a. Rivers – Danube (passes through Budapest), Rhine (separates Germany and France), Elbe (between Poland and Germany), Tagus (Portugal to Spain), Loire (France to Switzerland), (Seine, Thames)

b. Lakes – Constance (Austria, Switzerland, Germany), Balaton (Hungary), Geneva (France, Switzerland)

c. Mountain Ranges – Alps (Northern Italy, Switzerland), Appennines (Italy), Carpathians (Poland, Slovakia, Romania, Ukraine), Pyrenees

d. Sea – Baltic Sea, Bay of Biscay, Black Sea, Mediterranean, Adriatic

e. Straits – Gibraltar, Dardanelles  

5. Identify the main ways that the Lisbon Treaty would alter the powers and/or organization of the European Council, the European Parliament, National Parliaments and the High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy.

a. European Council – qualified majority voting will be extended... (55% of members, 65% of population)
b. European Parliament – Increase of the directly elected officials, Increase of Co-decision with the Council
c. National Parliaments – Greater involvement, subsidiarity (checking on the EU to make sure that they are creating legislation that will yield results)
d. High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy – increase the impact of the EU’s actions externally, Vice President of the Commission
6. Understand what changed with the Single European Act and know the two main sides of the debate over its causes.  
a. Single European Act created Qualitative Majority Voting and mutual recognition, and eliminated trade barriers, free movement of goods, services, and capital

b. What accounts for the passage of the SEA?

i. Muravschik – Realistic viewpoint that MNC’s pressured governments of their countries to pass it because integration would be better for them; benefit of individual countries and their MNC’s.
ii. Sandholts and Zysman – There was a structural change in the international economy, US was declining while Japan was rising so bureaucrats believed that the SEA could increase the international power of the European Union, elite bargains, neo-functionalist
