ANTH 313/413

Exam 3
1. Describe two changes that occur during adolescent brain development and discuss their behavioral correlates. [10]

2. Consider two of the guest lectures on contemporary adolescence research. 

Compare and contrast them on the following dimensions: 

a. research question/objective

b. theoretical background

c. methodology

d. findings

e. implications for anthropological study of adolescence [20]
Dr. Derrick Kranke and Dr. Lee Hoffer
Kranke discussed the effects of taking prescription medication for mental disorders in adolescents. He specifically differentiated between younger and older adolescents.
Illicit drug use among adolescents.

3. Consider either prescription psychiatric medication OR illicit drug use among adolescents.  From developmental and socio-cultural perspectives, why is either type of drug use common among adolescence?  Be sure to use evidence from lectures and readings. [10]
4. Choose TWO of the following [10 each=20]:
a. Why do 95% of Geauga County Amish adolescents choose to be baptized, which means eschewing “the ways of the world?”

b. How does the Internet facilitate suicide among young people in Japan?  Why is this technology particularly chosen by youth?
c. Compare and contrast the situation of eating disorders among adolescent girls in rural Belize and rural Fiji.

5. How is a Youth Cultures approach different from an Anthropology of Adolescence approach?  Use at least one Youth Cultures article and one Anthro of Adolescence article as examples.  Make sure to include costs and benefits of each approach, and what TYPES of questions Youth Cultures is best for, and what TYPES of questions Anthropology of Adolescence is best for. [25]
6. List a research question you would investigate if you were using the Anthropology of Adolescence approach.  Then list a research question you would investigate if you were using the Youth Cultures approach.  Justify briefly why you would use each approach for that problem (these are unique questions, not already done in class).  [10]
7. Which of the contemporary works from readings or lectures do you think is most consistent with historical work in the Anthropology of Adolescence, which do you think is most discontinuous, and why? [5]

EXTRA CREDIT [2]: Where do you think the field will go in terms of topics or approach?


Adolescents, as complicated and complex as it is to understand them, are the future. I think it is incredibly important to study them...

